Alcoholics Anonymous in Gainesville
Good evening and welcome to Alcoholics Anonymous in Gainesville.  My name is ___________ and I am an alcoholic.  My sobriety date is: ________________ 
Let’s open this meeting with a moment of silence followed by the serenity prayer.

(Wait some time so people can pray during the moment of silence)

Alcoholics Anonymous® is a fellowship of men and women who share their experience, strength and hope with each other that they may solve their common problem and help others to recover from alcoholism. The only requirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking. There are no dues or fees for AA membership; we are self-supporting through our own contributions. AA is not allied with any sect, denomination, politics, organization or institution; does not wish to engage in any controversy, neither endorses nor opposes any causes. Our primary purpose is to stay sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety.
The fifth tradition of Alcoholics Anonymous reads that “Each group has but one primary purpose—to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers.”   The message carried by AA Gainesville is summed up in text from page 100 of the book “Alcoholics Anonymous” which states that: “Both you and the new man must walk day by day in the path of spiritual progress.  If you persist, remarkable things will happen.”  The fact that we are sober and assembled here today is indeed remarkable.

We have founded this meeting on these guiding principles:
1. Belief in and dependence upon God

2. Sponsorship – the act of one alcoholic leading and training another

3. Altruism – placing the welfare of others ahead of ourselves
4. Commitment – we do what we say we will do

We have structured this meeting as a training ground for alcoholics who desire to recover. Our purpose is to assist alcoholics in the understanding and execution of the steps of Alcoholics Anonymous so that we can effectively carry the hope of recovery to other alcoholics who are still suffering from their deadly illness.   

This is an open meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous as outlined in the pamphlet “The AA Group.” All are welcome to attend, but only alcoholics may verbally participate. If you suffer from an illness other than alcoholism, we recommend that you seek a 12-step program that is more closely aligned with your illness.  You can find a wealth of information about other programs at the Dallas Intergroup Website: www.aadallas.org.
Our group conscience has established the following guidelines:

1.  We ask all participants to identify as alcoholic.
2.  Please respect this church by keeping your language clean.  Profanity is not a requirement for sobriety.
3.  Please remain seated for the duration of the meeting in order to show respect to all that are sharing.
4.  We respectfully ask that all gentlemen remove your hats.
At this time, please introduce yourself with your name and your sobriety date starting with _____________________.  Welcome Everyone.
The format of the meeting is as follows.  
BOOK STUDY FORMAT:

Tonight, we will be studying the <NAME OF BOOK>.  We will start on page <PAGE NUMBER> in the Chapter <NAME OF CHAPTER>.   I will start reading.  If at any time you would like to make a relevant comment to the material that has been read, then please stop me and make your comment.  We ask that you keep your comments brief so we can hear from as many people possible.  I will stop all commentary PROMPTLY at 7:55 so that we can close the meeting on time and address any needed group business.

SPEAKER FORMAT:

· SPEAKER: We will have one main speaker.  Tonight, our speaker comes to us from the (AA GROUP NAME) Group of AA.  Please help me welcome (SPEAKER NAME).
BIRTHDAY FORMAT: 

· BIRTHDAY: Tonight, we celebrate annual anniversaries for our members.  We have (NUMBER) celebrants tonight.  Our first celebrant with (NUMBER) years of sobriety is (NAME) and (NAME) will be presenting the cake.  Please join me in singing Happy Birthday.
ASK IT BASKET FORMAT

· SPEAKER/ASK IT:  A member of Alcoholics Anonymous will share their experience on a specific topic relating to recovery for 25 minutes.   After that, we will have a question and answer period where the speaker and other group members will address questions from the group until 7:55.  
We understand that you may not want to voice your question, so, at this time; we will pass out paper and pens so that you may write an anonymous question if you desire.  We will pass a basket to collect written questions after the speaker finishes his lead.  

The topic of tonight’s meeting is: __________________ and I would like to introduce our speaker: ______________________ who comes from the _____________ Group of AA.
SPEAKER SPEAKS… PASS THE BASKET AT 7:30. PERFORM Q&A UNTIL 7:55.  STOP AT 7:55 AND CLOSE BY 8PM.

· LITERATURE STUDY: We will be studying the AA (NAME of BOOK).  We will be starting on Page (PAGE NUMBER).  Should you have a desire at any time to make a comment about what has just been read, just stop me and share it.
· SPEAKER: We will have one main speaker.  Tonight, our speaker comes to us from the (AA GROUP NAME) Group of AA.  Please help me welcome (SPEAKER NAME).
CLOSING
All AA groups, according to the seventh tradition, should be fully self-supporting through the voluntary contributions of their own members.  We will pass a basket for that that purpose.  If you are visiting, please be our guest.

At this time, I would like to ask ________________ to read the twelve traditions of AA.

(Make any AA related announcements)

I would like to thank all who participated with us tonight.  You are all invited back next week where we will have more sober members of AA sharing with us.
